Dear M. Rash:

Thank you for your testinony before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Wst Menphis, Arkansas,
on August 20, 2002. In your statenent you congratul ated
M. R D. Janes on his upcom ng reappointnent to the Conmi ssion
and provi ded an update on several active Corps projects in your
| evee district. You also expressed concern regarding the
antici pated Fiscal Year 2003 appropriations.

The Conmi ssion acknow edges your support for the
renom nati on and confirmation of M. Janes as a nenber.
He has been an inval uabl e menber of the Conmm ssion.

The Menphis D strict is now about 90 percent conplete
with the installation of relief wells at Blue Lake, Arkansas.
This work is scheduled to be conpleted early this fall.

The Menphis District awarded a contract for the construction
of the outlet ditches for these wells on August 1, 2002.

The notice to proceed was issued to the contractor on

August 15, 2002. The contractor has nobilized on the project
site and has started sone of the channel cleanout work.
Construction is schedul ed for conpletion in Decenber 2002.

The Menphis District conpleted a draft Design Docunentation
Report (DDR) on the Ten and Fifteen M| e Bayous in August 2002
The draft report has been reviewed and comments are bei ng
incorporated into the report. The final DDR should be conpl eted
in Septenber 2002. |If funds are avail able, contracts for
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repl acenent of the U S. H ghway 79 bridge at mle 15.8 and the
St. Francis County road bridge at mle 13.8 will be awarded in
Fi scal Year 2003. The first itemof channel work on Ten and
Fifteen Ml e Bayous could al so be awarded in the third or fourth
guarter of Fiscal Year 2003, subject to the availability of

f unds.

As you observed, the Fiscal Year 2003 budget request is
consi derably | ess than the Corps 2003 capability and is al so
| ess than what was appropriated in Fiscal Year 2002. There are
no funds in the Fiscal Year 2003 budget request for the awards



of new construction contracts in the tributaries conponents of
the M ssissippi River and Tributaries project, including the
St. Francis Basin construction program The Menphis District

staff will keep you infornmed about its 2003 activities in your
| evee district as Congress finishes its work on the
appropriations bill and the President signs the bill into | aw

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and wil |l
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



